English summary

Maddalena Carli
«One artistic movement creates a political party».
The Italian Futurism between avanguardismo and normalization

Winter 1918: a few weeks after the end of WWI, Filippo Tommaso Marinetti wrote on his
Taccuini: «The futurista political party do exists». Despite the strong judgment expressed
since its origin by the artist movement against the political parliamentary system, between
September 1918 and may 1920 the Italian futurists created a real political party. The essay
analyses the history and the evolution of this political movement as part of the changes
and clashes which distinguished the Italian social situation in the first period following
the First World War.

At the same time, the essay tries to investigate on the role of the futurist party in the Ital-
ian society analysing its experience from different points of view: was the creation of the
party just a provocation made by an artistic movement? Was the party one propaganda
instrument to present the movement itself in one critical period of Italian and European
society? Or was it just the expression of the sense of paradox which was a particular qual-
ity of the historical vanguards?

Key words: Futurism, Filippo Tommaso Marinetti, Political party, Avanguardisno, Com-
battentismo, Fascism

Maria Stavrinaki
Take party: the Dadaist Artists as political arbiters

The reaction of the Expressionist and the Dadaist artists towards the political situation
in Germany after 1918, in regard especially to the activities of political parties, shared
an “anti-mimetic” conception, rejecting political liberalism as a means for the conserva-
tion of the passive repetition of the “already existing.” Nonetheless, the differences in
this antimimetic conception of the political were radical. The expressionist idealism was
founded on a unilateral conception of the autonomy of art: detached from the history of
their times, the artists wanted to dictate the rules of the future. Highly hierarchical, their
“Councils” were alternative microcosms, contrasting with the Revolution and with the
democratic regime. The expressionist posture has been deconstructed with perspicacity
by the dadaist works and discourse. Expressionism was interpretated as the last avatar of
the Weimar classicism, defending the model of an Interiority with no political vocation,
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the olympian Selbst-bildung. Its political correlate was the parlementary democracy of
1919. The spiritual ideal — being it that of the classical beauty or of abstraction — acted as
an obliteration of the deficiencies of matter, in the same way that the Sacral Union of Wei-
mar obliterated its foundations of violence: the Spartakist Revolution. Dadaist montage
has been thus conceived as an instrument that had to tear up the beautiful appearances,
both aesthetical and political. The use-value of the dadaist collages and assemblages was
to instigate complex subjectivities, whose economy should result from the subtle and ever
changing dosage of purity and impurity, spirit and matter. The essay studies the two facets
of dadaist temporality, of “reproducible time”: presentism and historical simultaneism.

Key words: Expressionism, Dadaism, Mimesis, Politics, Temporality, Germany

Mark Antliff
Sculpture against the State. Gaudier Brzeska, Dora Marsden, Ezra Pound

The relationship of the American poet Ezra Pound (1885-1972) and French sculptor Henri
Gaudier-Brzeska (1891-1915) is widely acknowledged to be central to the history of Vorti-
cism (1914-1917), a British avant-garde movement that first introduced the English public
to radical abstraction, yet the political dimension of that relationship remains to be under-
stood. I argue that Pound’s involvement in anarchist circles served to reinforce Gaudier’s
own long-time allegiance to that ideology, all of which had a major impact on Gaudier’s
Vorticist aesthetics. My article considers three interrelated themes: the convergence of
anarchism and primitivism in the art criticism of Pound and Gaudier published in the
anarcho-individualist journals The New Freewoman (1913) and The Egoist (1914-1919); the
impact of Dora Marsden’s theory of anarchist nominalism on Gaudier and Pound; and the
implications of these ideological precepts for Gaudier’s sculptural praxis, exemplified by
such works as the iconic Hieractic Head of Ezra Pound (1914).

Key words: Anarchism, Art History, Henri Gaudier-Brzeska, Ezra Pound, Dora Marsden,
Twentieth-century art

Marla Stone
«Power and Spirituality». The Prima Mostra degli Artisti Italiani in Armi of 1942

This analysis of the First Exhibition of Italian Soldier Artists of 1942 reveals the Italian
Fascist conception of the role of the fine arts in the mobilization for war. The exhibition,
held first in Rome and then displayed throughout Axis-occupied Europe, introduced the
figure of the «soldier-artist». For the exhibition’s organizers, the paintings, drawings, and
sculpture of this final Fascist era art exhibition argued for Fascism’s unique ability to
combine power and spirituality in its pursuit of global expansion. Representing shifts in
Fascist cultural production brought on by the Second World War and highlighting the
central place of culture in the Fascist vision of the Axis’ New Order, the First Exhibition
of Italian Soldier Artists gives visual form to the limits, contradictions, and failures of
Fascism’s wars.

Key words: Fascism, Soldier-artist, Second World War, Exhibition, Nazi-Fascist
alliance, Visual arts
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Romy Golan
The possibility of a socialist photomural

The photomural was the medium of choice of the newly elected Front Populaire at the
1937 Paris World Exposition. There was a risk involved for no medium was more political-
ly fraught during the 1930s, and indeed it was also a first for French artists who had shown
till then a marked disinterest for anything redolent of Agitprop. As the critic Philippe
Diolé announced in the pages of Beaux Arts: «Photomontage is a difficult medium. In-
variably, when confronting such images, the viewers will say, depending on their political
istance, that the images are either Fascist or Soviet. And in both cases you can be sure that
the adjective will be used in a pejorative sense». And yet, with a revolutionary élan rare
in interwar France, Lucien Mazenod, Raymond Gid, Le Corbusier, Charlotte Perriand
and Fernand Léger (the last two teaming up in a way that called to mind the charismatic
Soviet photomonteur couples of Alexandr Rodchenko and Varvara Stepanova) produced
exhilarating if ephemeral images.

Key words: Paris, 1937, Photomural, Front Populair, Léger, Le Corbusier

Maike Steinkamp
«The future for German art». Expressionism and nationalsocialism

Around 1933, many artists, critics and academics thought that the Expressionists and the
artists within his tradition would have played a special role in the new Nazi state. Besides
the “volkisch” (folkish) and national tendencies of the Kampfbund fiir deutsche Kultur,
established in 1928, a progressive cultural opposition had formed prior to 1933, which
spoke out for the elevation of Expressionism as a national, German art style. The artis-
tic innovation power of expressionism and his rebellion against the middle class can
be related to the political aims of National Socialism. The artists and critics that had
remarked an analogy between art and party have been widly ignored in the historical
researches. The so-called Expressionism controversy of the years 1933/34 is an integral
part of the research on «degenerate art», but the historians had underestimated the fact
that behind this debate it was hidden an explicitly political statement of a young genera-
tion of artists that in its aesthetic and ideological choices were related to the ideology of
National Socialism. The examination of this analogy between art and party is the goal
of the paper.

Key words: Nationalsocialism, Northern Expressionism, Degenerate Art, German Art,
Otto Andreas Schreiber, «Art of the Nations»

Elena Papadia
The «generation of 1914» and the memory of Risorgimento.
The case of Gualtiero Castellini

This essay deals with the italian “generation of 1914”: a composite movement which — ac-
tually during the spring of 1915 — joined in order to riot over the neutrality of Italy in the
First World War. The intellectual biography of Gualtiero Castellini, a young leader of the
Italian Nationalist Association (ANI), shows how deeply connected could be the demo-
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cratic idea of the First World War as the “last Risorgimento’s war”, and the imperialistic
conception of conflict. Through a close reading of Castellini’s writings before and during
the war — in which he took part as a volunteer — it is possible to understand how strong
was the memory of Risorgimento on the eve of the war, and how problematic could be
in some cases the distinction between the “traditional” patriotism and the conception of
nation professed by the new nationalist movements.

Key Words: Gualtiero Castellini, Irredentismo, Nationalism, Risorgimento, Youth, War

Rafael Serrano Garcia
Castile and Ledn, from liberal myth
to scene of the Spanish counter revolution, 1808-1936

This article examines the evolution of a Spanish region, Castilla y Ledn, from 1808 to 1936,
and tries to throw light on an apparent contradiction. That is, while Castilla was consid-
ered the birthplace of the modern civil liberties from the Liberal perspective, a majority
of its inhabitants offered a crucial support to the rebellion against the Second Republic
in July 1936. The article focuses on several issues. The first being the scarce vitality of the
region, both human and economic, its weak urban scene, the slight penetration of Liberal-
ism in its society -mainly amongst its peasantry, and how, on the other hand, there was a
strong development of peasant unions, which had flourished during the first third of the
20th century, and that favoured the incorporation of those peasants into the public sphere.
These unions, strongly influenced by the Church and the Catholic upper classes, would
prepare the grounds for the electorate to become right-winged in the 1930s and justify in
advance the military coup.

Key words: Liberalism, Comuneros, Wheat Economy, Catholic Syndicates, Spain’s Second
Republic, Political Violence

Olga Baranova
The The Nazi Occupation of Belarus: Collaboration and Resistance in Historiography

The article examines how different issues of the Second World war and the Nazi occupa-
tion of Belarus were presented and treated in the Soviet historiography, Western histori-
ography of the Cold War period, and post-communist Russian and Belarusian historiogra-
phies. The special focus of the analysis is on the representation of such controversial issues
as resistance, Soviet partisan movement, and cooperation by some Belarusian people, at
that time Soviet citizens, with the German occupation authorities. The article highlights
the main themes and terminology used in Soviet and Western writings in the 1950s — 1980s
and demonstrates how often ideological bias and particular political situation of the pe-
riod in which history is written affects the views and approaches that historians take in
their studies. Furthermore, it analyzes the main changes that occurred in historiography
after the collapse of communism and examines how the same issues: war-time collabora-
tion and resistance, were discussed in the post-Soviet period, in the 1990s — beginning of
the 2000s, by Western, Russian and Belarusian scholars.
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Key words: Historiography, Occupation, War-time Cooperation, Resistance, Soviet Un-
ion, Cold War ideology.

Tito Menzani
The impact of websites on historiography.
A quantitative analysis of a case study

For over a decade, in Italy, the cooperative movement has returned to being of interest
to the historians of the contemporary age, in particular those focused on business history.
The gradual transfer of this study subject from the socio-political sphere to the more
specifically economic-entrepreneurial one has undoubtedly revitalized attention onto this
corporate typology and on its networks. It is also true, though, that historical research
in this field of investigation has been able to benefit from the ever more efficient and
articulated help of two web sites such as www.cooperazione.net and www.movimento-
cooperativo.it, which have permitted a significant qualitative and quantitative increase
in historiographic production. In this contribution, we propose to associate the scientific
production in question with the effective use of the sites by the scholars, to verify to what
extent they were an influence during historical research.

Key words: Cooperative movement, Historical websites, Historiography, Quantitative
analysis, Scientific output, Internet impact
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Tacchi Francesca, Eva togata. Donne e professioni giuridiche in Italia dall’ Unita a
oggi, Torino, Utet, 2009

Tagliaferri Maurizio (a cura di), Pier Damiani ['eremita, il teologo, il riformatore
(1007-2007), Bologna, EDB, 2009

Trocini Federico (a cura di), L'invenzione della «Realpolitik» e la scoperta della
«legge del potere». August Ludwig von Rochau tra radicalismo e nazional-liberi-
smo, Bologna, Il Mulino, 2009

Valsecchi Pierluigi (a cura di), Africa tra Stato e Societa. Scritti in omaggio di Giam-
paolo Calchi Novati, Milano, FrancoAngeli, 2008
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LIBRI RICEVUTI

Varni Angelo (a cura di), Giornalismo e cultura. Le prospettive dell’oggi. In ricordo
di Giovanni Spadolini a dieci anni dalla scomparsa, Bologna, Bononia University
Press, 2005

Via Emilia e dintorni. Percorsi archeologici lungo l'antica via consolare romana,
Milano, Ass. Civita - Silvana Editoriale, 2009

Zaccagnini Benigno, Discorsi parlamentari (1947-1979), a cura di G. Bianco, Roma,
Camera dei Deputati, 2009

Zaccaria Massimo (a cura di), Le note del commissario. Teobaldo Folchi e i cenni
storico-amministrativi sul commissariato di Massuaua (1898), Milano, FrancoAn-
geli, 2009
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I fascicoli di «kMemoria e Ricerca» gia pubblicati

1. Gli anni del regime fascista nella “provincia del Duce” [esaurito]

2. Sul fascismo in Romagna, a cura di Massimo Lodovici

3. Collegi elettorali, a cura di Fulvio Conti e Serge Noiret

4. Le reti della modernizzazione, a cura di Roberto Balzani e Andrea Giuntini

5. Le trasformazioni della festa. Secolarizzazione, politicizzazione e sociabilitd nel xix
secolo (Francia, Italia, Spagna), a cura di Marco Fincardi e Maurizio Ridolfi

6. ldentita e culture regionali. Germania e ltalia a confronto, a cura di Stefano
Cavazza e Reinhard Johler

7. Libri, letture e biblioteche per il popolo, a cura di Oriana Maroni, Sante Medri
e Paolo Temeroli

8. Migrazioni: comunita e nazione. Percorsi di storia sociale e culturale, a cura di
Manuela Martini

9. Gli spazi dei partiti nell’ltalia repubblicana, a cura di Simone Neri Serneri e
Angelo Ventrone

10. La pedagogia dei media nel secondo dopoguerra. Identiti regionali e identita
nazionali (Francia, Italia, Spagna), a cura di Francesca Anania

n.s. 1. Ambiente, territori, parchi. Regionalismi e politiche nazionali, a cura di
Patrizia Dogliani

n.s. 2. Terre immaginate. La costruzione di stereotipi regionali, a cura di Marco
Fincardi

n.s. 3. Linguaggi e siti: la storia on line, a cura di Serge Noiret

n.s. 4. Massoneria e politica in Europa fra Ottocento e Novecento (Italia, Spagna e
Portogallo), a cura di Fulvio Conti

n.s. s. Flussi invisibili. Le telecomunicazioni fra Ottocento e Novecento, a cura di
Andrea Giuntini

n.s. 6. L'Europa allo specchio. Immagini e rappresentaziont nell’ opinione pubblica,
a cura di Francesca Anania

n.s. 7. La Grande Guerra in vetrina. Mostre e musei in Europa negli anni Venti e
Trenta, a cura di Massimo Baioni e Claudio Fogu

n.s. 8. La campagna elettorale nell’ Europa mediterranea (secoli XIx-xx), a cura di
Serge Noiret

n.s. 9. Repubbliche e repubblicanesimo. L' Europa meridionale (secoli X1x-Xx), a cura
di Maurizio Ridolfi
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n.s. 10. Le metamorfosi della storia sociale, a cura di Maria Malatesta

n.s. 11. Porti dell’Europa mediterranea (secoli xix e xx), a cura di M. Elisabetta
Tonizzi

n.s. 12. Potere ecclesiale e societd secolarizzata. Ambienti cattolici tra innovazione e
continuita (secoli XIx e xx), a cura di Stefano Trinchese

n.s. 13. La violenza politica tra le due guerre mondiali. Culture, pratiche e linguagg:
nell’ Europa mediterranea, a cura di Andrea Baravelli

n.s. 14. Grande mercato e diritti sociali nell’ Europa del Novecento, a cura di Barbara
Curli

n.s. 15. Regioni plurilingue e frontiere nazionali, a cura di Rolf Petri

n.s. 16. Territori contesi. Guerra antipartigiana e Resistenza nell' Europa nazista, a
cura di Steffen Prauser

n.s. 17. Esposizioni in Europa tra Otto e Novecento. Spazi, organizzazione, rappre-
sentazioni, a cura di Alexander C.T. Geppert e Massimo Baioni

n.s. 18. Da emigranti ad imprenditori. Gli italiani all estero nel secondo dopoguerra,
a cura di Saverio Battente

n.s. 19. I/ mondo alpino. Storia, culture e rappresentazioni, a cura di Renato Ca-
murri

n.s. 20. Fotografia e violenza. Visioni della brutalita dalla Grande guerra ad oggi, a
cura di Ilsen About, Joélle Beurier, Luigi Tomassini

n.s. 21. Commemorando le guerre civili. Memorie pubbliche e politiche del ricordo
nell’Europa del Novecento, a cura di Giorgos Antoniou e Luisa Passerini

n.s. 22. Storie regionali, a cura di Marco De Nicolo

n.s. 23. Made in Italy. Consumi e identita collettive nel secondo dopoguerra, a cura
di Claudia Baldoli e Jonathan Morris

n.s. 24. Letteratura e politica. Sulla contro-rivoluzione nell’ Europa del XIX secolo,
a cura di Jordi Canal

n.s. 25. Movimenti e culture giovanili, a cura di Marco Fincardi e Catia Papa

n.s. 26. Le televisioni in Europa, a cura di Francesca Anania e Manuel Palacio
Arranz

n.s. 27. Associazioni sportive. Identita sociali e modernizzazione, a cura di Francesco
Bonini e Veruska Verratti

n.s. 28. Armi e politica. Esercito e societd nell’ Europa contemporanea, a cura di
Marco Mondini

n.s. 29. I/ secolo del teatro. Spettacoli e spettacolarita nell’Ottocento europeo, a cura
di Carlotta Sorba

n.s. 30. Le politiche della Comunita / Unione europea. Origini e sviluppo storico, a
cura di Ariane Landuyt

n.s. 31. L'Europa in esilio. La migrazione degli intellettuali verso le Americhe tra le
due guerre, a cura di Renato Camurri

n.s. 32. Questione morale e politica. Problemi della transizione nella crisi europea di
fine Novecento, a cura di Jean-Louis Briquet
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